The chemical industry activity is highly dependent on investments in research and development and its progress is directly related to innovation. In the US, the average investment in R&D is about 2 to 3% of sales. In Europe, specialty chemicals producers invest, in R&D, close to an average of 4%. The Brazilian chemical industry, in spite of its great effort, still invests too little, about 0.6% of sales, in R&D. But the expectation is that, in a 10 year period, Brazil will raise that investment percentage to 1.5% of sales.
Despite its vitality, importance and opportunities, the 
